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A note from the Editor,

Autumn has arrived, in all its soggy glory - there 
we were in beautiful endless sunshine and then 
came the Autumn equinox and BANG – wellies 
on.

I hope you enjoy this issue, with all its news, 
as well as an interesting article for Halloween, 
and a pull-out questionnaire about the use of 
Beechwood Hall.

Thank you to outgoing editors Natalie Kinch and 
Kate McBrown, and to Tamsyn d’Arienzo who 
has been so supportive to me, and the whole 
parish.

Welcome to the Autumn Edition of 
Hamsey News

Photograph by Amanda Harris
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LEWES
CAR RENTAL

Professional vehicle hire services
in Lewes and surrounding areas

01273 486 016 | 07921 689 549
chaileymotors@yahoo.co.uk

Contact  Neil / Les

www.leweschaileycarrental.co.uk

With the constant increase in
Fuel prices, BSW can save you money

with your fuel bills.

To find out more, telephone:

www.bswenergy.co.uk

*dependant on size and position of installation

HV

Your local Heating and Renewable experts, keeping 
Sussex warm for over 50 Years!

• Reduce your monthly energy bills
• Reduce your greenhouse gas emissions   
• Claim the RHI – Renewable Heat Incentive
 & receive tax-free cash payments for 7 years
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There’s a lot to report for this issue of Hamsey 
News:

TRAIN SERVICES 
Cooksbridge is now benefiting from an hourly 
train service, seven days a week. In September 
a weekday Down service at 0753 was added to 
the timetable, potentially useful for workers and 
students.
We are still pressing for the restoration of early 
morning weekday Up services at 0606 and 
0622 and GTR has agreed to look at this as part 
of the December timetable review. There is 
anecdotal evidence that the weekend services 
are being used which is good news, as to retain 
a full service longer term we must continually 
demonstrate that there is real demand. 
The franchise system for train operating 
companies has been formally terminated, but 
GTR has been granted a management contract 
to run the services until September 2021. By 
then the future organisation of our railways 
should be clearer.

STATION ENVIRONMENT 
PLATFORM EXTENSION
The extension of Platform 1 is a significant 
development as eight car Up services will 
no longer block the A275, reducing delays 
and pollution. Some services are 12 car and 
will continue to stop on the road. MP Maria 
Caulfield attended the station recently with 
representatives of GTR, Network Rail, Hamsey 
PC and the Station Partnership to note and 

welcome this initiative. At the time of writing 
there are still issues with adjusting the door 
opening systems so that doors for all eight cars 
open, rather than six cars as previously. Network 
Rail has been asked to provide some additional 
seating on the platform extension.

MOBILITY ACCESS
A handrail up the slope to Platform 1 is scheduled 
to be installed this winter. We are continuing to 
campaign for parts of the platform to be raised to 
aid access to trains for those with mobility issues.

PASSENGER BENEFIT FUND
CGTR was required to put aside a fund to 
compensate for disruptions to rail services 
in 2018. It has now been determined that the 
Cooksbridge element will be used as follows:
A canopy above the ticket vending machine
Additional seating on Platform 2
Enhanced cycle storage facilities

GARDENS
GTR has strimmed the verges and the hedges 
fronting the A275 have been cut back. Network 
Rail has agreed to sort out the mess left by 
contractors at the entrance to Platform 1, 
removing rubble and landscaping with topsoil 
so that the area can be planted. The Station 
Partnership does not have the funding to buy 
plants and bulbs, so if you have anything to 
spare, please get in touch.

OTHER
A notice board has been fitted in the waiting 
room to keep travellers up to date with 
developments affecting the railway.
Dispensers for the parish footpath map have 
be installed on Platforms 1 and 2 to encourage 
walkers to use the train service to visit the 
parish.

The Cooksbridge Rail to Ramble circular 
walk being developed in conjunction with the 
National Park is nearing completion and will be 
promoted at the station.

News from Cooksbridge Station
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CAR PARK
GTR has implemented a weekly rate which offers 
some saving to regular travellers. However, the 
Station Partnership is pressing for the daily rate 
to be reduced to the same level as Plumpton, 
together with the addition of monthly, quarterly 
and annual options. The current situation is 
completely unsatisfactory for both travellers 
and residents, or for GTR’s parking contractors 
who are receiving very little revenue. MP Maria 
Caulfield has expressed her concern and will, 
if necessary, be asked to become more actively 
involved.

COOKSBRIDGE STATION PARTNERSHIP
The parish council has agreed to form a 
sub-committee to oversee all issues affecting 
rail services, the station and the railway 
infrastructure throughout the parish. This will 
incorporate the Station Partnership which will 
continue to take prime responsibility for the 
station and rail services.

Existing members of the Partnership will 
join the sub-committee and Councillors Ian 

Ginn and Christine Perkins will provide the 
formal link to the parish council. This has been 
instigated to ensure a permanent structure 
within the parish to look after these vital parish 
resources.

The Station Partnership is always looking for 
new members, so if you would like to get more 
involved, please get in touch.

robert.baughan@btinternet.com
kfroude@btopenworld.com
iginn@btinternet.com 
Cooksbridge Area Rail Action Group

07796 802588

LEWES CHIMNEY
SWEEP

www.leweschimneysweep.co.uk

Based in Lewes
Sweeping Sussex

NACS certificates issued
Fully insured

Looking for a reliable,
inexpensive taxi service in Lewes?

01273 477567
01273 473737

• Airport Runs
• School Runs
• Executive Travel
• Nights Out 
• Contract Work
• Long/Short Distance

Email: gmtaxisinlewes@btinternet.com 
Website: www.gmtaxislewes.co.uk 

Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
07707 806 920

stevedartnell84@gmail.com

STEVE DARTNELL 
PAINTING AND DECORATING

SERVICES

To advertise please call
01843 269513

#lovethechalkpit
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The brilliant staff team have all been working 
incredibly hard to ensure the school is safe.  
The children are happy and have shown to be 
incredibly resilient settling back into school life.
During the Summer holiday the outside area 
at the back of the children’s playground was 
renovated.  

A new all-weather surface has been laid which 
will ensure the children have access to the 
outside play equipment even in the depths of 
Winter!
At Hamsey we are in the process of redesigning 
our curriculum to ensure our projects focus on 
the skill development within individual subjects.

Our project focus for this term is ‘Take One 
Treasure’ where the learning is focused around 
historical skill development and analysis.

School news – Hamsey CP School
It has been wonderful to welcome back the whole Hamsey School 
community from the start of term.  

8
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We did not know whether to cancel the event 
as we had serious concerns about coronavirus 
issues. However, we felt we would like to carry 
on as long as we wore protective gloves and extra 
care was taken. 

A lot of keen customers came and much Jumble 
was sold. We raised £495 which will help 
towards the children’s Christmas party this 
year. This was my last year of co-ordinating the 
Jumble Sale as we move westwards to join family 
in Devon. 

The Jumble Sale has always been a great team 
effort. Yet again I would like to thank everyone 
who has helped through the years. So many 
thanks to Caroline Featherstone, Angie and Nick 
Betteridge, Ellen Hockridge, Jacqui, Tony, Millie, 
Phoebe and Maisie Woodley, Jane and Charlotte 
Holford, Jim and Susie Edwards, Jim and Margot 
Redwood, Jo Hughes, Karen Dodd, Mary 
Jackson and Kevin Froude, Tamsyn D’Arienzo, 
Miki Brightmore, Kate, Robert, Keavy and Kara 
Mc Brown, Marion and Jodi, Sally Miller and 
Jude and Shirley Whitley. Very special thanks go 
to Jo Hughes, Jim Edwards and Tom Walker who 
were always there to set up on Friday and at the 
tip on Sunday.

I hope someone will be willing to take on the 
role of co-ordinator. Cooksbridge Jumble Sales 
have developed a reputation. Long may they 
continue.

Anita Walker

Hopefully we will be able to have Jumble Sales 
again in the not too distant future - the Hamsey 
School PTA are happy to step forward to make 
sure they still happen. And now they know who 
to approach for support – thank you Anita! – 
Ed.

The Community Jumble Sale 2020 
This year the Jumble Sale took place on Saturday March 14th. Yet 
again a wonderful team of helpers contributed in so many ways. 

 

CTLA

CTLAbuses

Need help getting into 
Town or Out & About? 

If you are without access to a car and have 
di�culty using public transport, our 

Dial-a-Ride service could be just the ticket!

Check out that and our great services by 
visiting:

www.ctla.org.uk
or call us on:

01273 517332  
Like us on:

#lovethechalkpit
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Ex Parish Clerk Jenni 
Toomey gave 16 years 
to Hamsey. Known most 
recently as The Queen of 
Grants after winning so 
much funding towards 
projects, Jenni was the 
fount of all knowledge, who 
helped guide us through 

many a dilemma, dull or otherwise, with great 
knowledge and wicked humour. We wish Jenni 
all the best in her new adventures touring in her 
caravan with husband Steve. 

In March, Mike Dodd 
called time on his various 
roles at Hamsey Parish 
Council after many years 
and many milestones, the 
most obvious being leading 
Hamsey Neighbourhood 
Plan through to completion 
in 2015. This also signalled 
the end of many years spent 

as a trustee for Beechwood Hall. Mike is making 
the most of his new-found freedom to explore 
beautiful places on his bicycle and to enjoy 
spending time with his children. 

In July, Robert Baughan 
stepped down from the 
parish council in order to 
focus his energy on other 
areas. Robert has been the 
driving force behind the 
parish litter picks and a 
fantastic liaison between the 
community and the railways.

Robert continues to run the litter picks, has 
stayed on with Cooksbridge Station Partnership, 
and has most recently helped forge an official 
link between Cooksbridge Station Partnership 
and Hamsey Parish Council, to help ensure 
the longevity of the partnership and their 
achievements with the off peak rail service. 
As such, we will be working with Robert in 
this capacity. Robert was recently awarded the 
Community Enhancement award for his great 
contributions. 

Justin Harmer stepped 
down from the parish 
council at the end of the 
July meeting, after nearly 
30 years’ service. Justin 
was most recently looking 
after rights of way routes, 
liaising with the national 
park and acting tree officer, 
with some notable progress 

made in all. Justin is leaving to spend more time 
with his children, grandchildren, and family 
business. 

Jane Holford no longer 
provides Cleaning Services 
to Beechwood Hall since 
changing careers during 
lockdown. Jane is loving her 
new office job and excelling, 
as we knew she would! 
 We wish to thank all of our 
colleagues for their hard 
work and dedication. It has 

been a pleasure to work with them and we wish 
them all the very best in their new chapters. 

Hamsey Parish Council 
Goodbyes and Welcomes 
Hamsey Parish Council would like to say some thank-you’s to some 
outgoing colleagues who left the parish council this year. 
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WELCOMES

Natalie Kinch progressed 
from Trainee Parish Clerk to 
Parish Clerk in March and 
has blown us all away with 
her commitment to and 
aptitude for such a complex 
role which was made all 
the more challenging by 
COVID and the associated 
technology requirements. 

Rachel Kelly became a 
parish councillor earlier 
in the year and has 
already made her mark 
by successfully leading on 
key projects and bringing 
forward some great 
community improvement 
ideas. 

Current responsibilities include: 
Communications, Website and Social Media, 
Planning, Local Businesses (inc. Rural 
Enterprise and Farming), Grants and Funding, 
Wi-Fi Connectivity and Emergency Planning.

Carolyn Henry’s first 
council meeting was on 
Google Hangouts during 
restrictions but it didn’t 
stop Carolyn from quickly 
getting to grips with 
parish matters and making 
valuable contributions 
with her smart business 
acumen. Cllr Henry’s 

areas of responsibility include Beechwood Hall 
& Rural Park, Senior People, GDPR, Grants 

and Funding, Emergency Planning and Crisis 
Responders (including COVID-19). 

Christine Perkins joined Hamsey Parish 
Council in September. Cllr Perkins grew up in 
Cooksbridge, went to Hamsey School and her 
late father was a herdsman at Allington Farm 
many years ago.

Cllr Perkins’ areas of responsibility include: Rail 
and Buses, Planning, Senior People, Younger 
People and Neighbourhood Plan.

Sue Fleming is another long-standing resident, 
who also joined the council in September. Cllr 
Fleming brings with her invaluable business 
experience and a passion for the environment. 

Cllr Fleming’s current areas of responsibility 
include Highways Projects, Environment 
(including Litter and Waste), Planning, Trees 
and Rights of Way. Current Projects include 
a connecting pavement to Bevernbridge, also 
Cycleways and the Old Uckfield Railway Line. 

Cllr. d’Arienzo 
Chairperson, Hamsey Parish Council

To advertise please call
01843 269513
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The rebel army took the high ground at Offham 
Hill using the old sunken track that runs parallel 
to the pathway adjacent to Toll Cottage, Offham. 
They set up four divisions, and the left one, 
closer to the A275, known as “The Londoners” 
were routed by an ill-thought cavalry charge 
led by the King’s son, Prince Edward. They fled 
down the hill, hotly pursued by the Prince, 
towards Offham village and the A275.

Offham is a younger settlement than Hamsey 
(records show Hamsey dating back to 987). 
Some say Offham came about when the Black 
Death hit Hamsey hard in June 1368. Hamsey’s 
villagers may have self-isolated and subsequently 
perished to protect others, although this is not 
proven, however Offham’s name may be derived 
from “Of ” Ham (sey).  Maybe plague survivors 
moved away from their old homes and set up 
anew to create Offham, who knows, but, we still 
need to get to the Offham bones, don’t we?

Remember that cavalry charge routing the 
Londoners? Well, in 1769 a new turnpike road 
was being built between London and Brighton, 
skirting Lewes to its West, so, lo and behold, we 
come to Offham and the shocking discovery, 
during the road excavations, of human bones. 

A second discovery, in 1810, of more bones was 
made when this same road was being worked on 
again. The bones are thought to be the remains 
of the fleeing Londoners slaughtered by Prince 
Edward back in 1264. There is more evidence of 
battle bones in this area too, as some were found 
in the Chalk Pits area to the rear of the old Chalk 
Pit Inn, now Curry Cottage. Now, as you may 
know, the battle of Lewes was won by Simon de 
Montfort so it could well be possible that some 
of the Chalk Pit bones were those of the King’s 
forces and, as the King’s struggling army fled 
back towards the safety of Lewes Castle, many 
more were slain on the flood plain between 
Lewes and Offham Hill. I mentioned the cavalry 
charge was “ill-thought” so why suggest this? 
Well, had the Prince not left his father’s forces 
to pursue the Londoners, the King’s men may 
have been able to defeat Simon. And so, history 
was made and the “rebellious” element, so often 
mentioned alongside Lewes, finds another 
resting place. Long live “We wunt be druv”.             

by Dave Adamson

The story of the 
Offham bones

History suggests it all started on 14th May 1264 when Simon de 
Montfort defeated King Henry III at the battle of Lewes. 

Hamsey NEWS12
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WEIR WATER PLUMBINGWEIR WATER PLUMBING

A “Husband & Wife” Team
Both Fully Qualified & 

Experienced All Plumbing & 
Heating Work No Matter 

How Small or Large

O.F.T.E.C Registered Oil 
Specialists

For all enquiries, please ring:
01825 714771/07930 396201

REGISTERED
BUSINESS

We are a local business

REGISTERED
PLUMBER

CHERRY PICKER HIRE
AND EXTERNAL PROPERTY SERVICES

Undertaking all works at height
Chimney restoration • Roofing repairs

Gutter cleaning  • Painting • Tree works
All external working at heights

 

07976538072
info@propertymaintenancesussex.co.uk

We are cheaper than sca�olding 

Ray
Wicker

D O U B L E  G L A Z I N G

Please contact Ray Wicker:
M: 07960 503 844 E: raywicker@hotmail.co.uk 

 of work for all your
Double Glazing and Carpentry needs

Double glazing
• Replacement of windows and doors in UPVC, Aluminium and timber
• Service and repairs to your existing double glazed windows
 (e.g. replacement of old misted glass units, broken handles, hinges & locks)
• Re-trim & seal old windows 
• Install UPVC Fascia, Soffit and Guttering - full replacement or cap over
• Install new or replace shiplap cladding in PVC or timber

Carpentry
• Hang doors, fit door liners, architrave, locks, handles, skirting etc
• Custom built in wardrobes/shelves, build flat pack furniture etc
• Stud walls, insulation board, plasterboard
• Build garden sheds, summer houses, garden decking etc
• Fit curtain poles and blinds
• Replace kitchen/bathroom silicone
• Install new kitchen units/doors

All jobs considered - big or small

High quality

at a fair price

Halloween will be a 
bit different this year!
Many people will not feel 
comfortable trick or treating 
under COVID.
 

Instead why not decorate your house so 
children can still walk around pumpkin 
spotting- and get their own sweets at home.
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Tamsyn from Hamsey Parish Council thanked 
Jo and Lizzy for visiting and Martin and Sally 
from Bevernbridge Residents for helping 
coordinate this wonderful performance which 
raised spirits so much.  

Jo from Wishing Well writes:
I’ve always felt really lucky to play music - it’s 
given me a way to express myself, to meet and 
share something with people, to forget about 
troublesome things for a moment. We created 
Wishing Well out of a desire to share that with 
people; to capture the feeling of being at a great 
concert or singing in a choir, put it in a bottle 
and then hand it out like medicine to folks who 
need it. 

Up until March this year, our work has entirely 
been on hospital wards. We’ve whispered 
lullabies to new born babies through the 
portholes in their incubators and explored 
musical instruments with older people who can 
remember every single line of their favourite 
song. We can’t do this at the moment, so this 
summer we launched our new “Doorstep 

Serenade” programme. We visited people all 
over Sussex and sang songs together from a 
safe distance in back gardens, front steps and 
sometimes out on the street. I’m so very happy 
that, thanks to Hamsey PC, I got to meet and 
sing with the community at Bevernbridge. We 
covered a fair bit of ground musically; some 
Russian folk songs, the theme from Oklahoma, 
some rock and roll. We try and find songs that 
people know and will sing with us; I’ve never yet 
left a session without learning something new 
and I always feel better after singing together.  

So, thank you very much to all who came along 
on a very warm afternoon to sit under that 
lovely tree. I hope you all enjoyed it as much as 
Lizzy and I did. We’ll be running the Doorstep 
Serenade programme again next year and if 
you’d like to find out a bit more about Wishing 
Well, we’re here: 
www.wishingwellmusic.org.uk. 

Thanks so much for having us!

Wishing Well music in Bevernbridge
On 29th July, Bevernbridge residents joined together in the sun to 
form a great turn out and welcome to visiting Wishing Well Music, who 
performed a variety of old favourites for everyone to sing and clap 
along to. 
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Beechwood Hall management committee and 
Hamsey Parish Council would like to thank 
Southern Events for their excellent work in 
dressing the hall and providing tables and chairs. 
Also thanks to Wendy Darby as well as Riverside 
Flowers for their beautiful floral displays. 

Brilliant Ivan from Ashbash Entertainment and 

his brother resident Kev for kindly setting up the 
DJ equipment. Thanks also to Lisa from Flower 
Moon Cakes who brought her amazing bakes for 
everyone to see. 

Thanks to everyone who worked hard to make 
the event happen against many odds!

Beechwood Hall Wedding Fair, October 3rd
The Beechwood Hall Southern Events Wedding Open Day was a quiet 
affair as expected, but provided an excellent opportunity to film the 
venue looking its best for an online virtual tour so prospective hirers 
will soon be able to view the hall from the comfort of their homes.

AMS ALL YOUR
PROPERTY

NEEDS
PLASTICS
PRO

PROPERTY
SERVICES

•Fascias
•Windows
•Doors
•Gutter Clearance
•CCTV Gutter Maintenance

www.ams-propertyservices.com
07702 854373  01273 400162

15Hamsey NEWS
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Dear Hamsey Residents,
As Beechwood Hall and Rural Park is 
meant for the benefit of every resident, 
we would like to use this survey to take 
as much input as possible from you to 
make sure your village hall and park 
are fulfilling their potential. 

We would be grateful if you can take some time 
to complete this survey. It should take less than 
10 minutes to complete (depending on the 
length of your answers!).  

This survey has been sent online via Facebook, 
please complete the online version if possible for 
you, as it is easier for us to gather all comments 
quickly. However, if you would like to complete 
this paper copy, please return to the mailbox at 
Beechwood Hall as we want as much feedback as 
possible. You only need to complete one survey!

This land was gifted to the residents of Hamsey 
Parish for recreation by The Shiffner Family back 
in 1935, then used for various sports including 
cricket and was home to Cooksbridge Football 
Club for many years. In 2005 the Charity 
Beechwood Hall & Rural Park was established 
and with an incredible task force of volunteers 
and community grants the tired pavilion was 
demolished to make way for the development of 
our village hall as we know it today. Beechwood 
Hall has become a central focal point for 
residents and we love to see it being used as a 
space where community spirit can thrive.

At Hamsey Parish Council, we often discuss how 
best to improve the facilities at Beechwood Hall 
and Rural Park to really make the best use of this 
valuable asset of our community, in line with 
residents’ developing needs and wishes.

Thank you so much for your time and input into 
looking after Beechwood Hall And Rural Park.
Hamsey Parish Council, Sole Trustees of 
Beechwood Hall And Rural Park

CarolynHamseyPC@gmail.com

About you - We are asking a few 
questions about you to make sure we 
are representing all residents in the 
community. 

1.  Please tell us your age range. Please indicate 
using the number of each age range living full 
time in your household.

☐ 18 years
☐ 18 - 25 years
☐ 25-75 years
☐ 75 years +
☐ Prefer not to say
 

2. How long have you lived in Hamsey Parish?
☐ < 1 year
☐ 1-5 years
☐ 5 -15 years
☐ 15 years +
☐ Prefer not to say

3. In which village do you live?
☐ Bevernbridge
☐ Cooksbridge
☐ Hamsey
☐ Offham

How you use Beechwood Hall
4.  How many times, on average, do you use 

Beechwood Hall (the Hall building itself). Try 
to base your answer on how often you visited 
the hall before the pandemic restrictions. 
(Tick only one box) 

☐ Very frequently, more than once a week
☐ Frequently, about once a week
☐  Regularly, less than once a week but more 

than once a month
☐ Occasionally, less than once a month
☐ For special occasions only - a few times a year
☐ I don’t use the Hall

5. What do you attend the Hall for? Tick all that 
apply to you. (Tick all that apply)

☐  Exercise/Fitness/Well-being Classes (adult)
☐ Children’s classes
☐ Monday Club
☐  Business (running a class or using the space 

for meetings)
☐ Functions (Birthday parties, weddings, etc) 

Beechwood Hall And Rural Park Survey
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6. Which of the following community events 
held at the Hall have you attended in the past?
☐ Summer fete
☐ Children’s christmas party
☐ Local sales
☐ None
☐ Other

7. What other community activities would you 
like to suggest be held at Beechwood Hall?

8. What would encourage you to use the Hall 
more?

How you use the Rural Park
9. How often, on average, do you use Beechwood 
Rural Park (the grounds and facilities), before 
the pandemic restrictions.* (Tick only one box)
☐ Very frequently, more than once a week
☐ Frequently, about once a week
☐  Regularly, less than once a week but more 

than once a month
☐ Occasionally, less than once a month
☐ For special occasions only - a few times a year
☐ I don’t use the Rural Park

10.  Which facilities do you use? 
(please tick all that apply)

☐ Tennis/Multisport Games Court
☐ Football pitch
☐ Fitness equipment
☐ Children’s Play Area
☐ Grass area for dog walking
☐ Grass area for relaxing
☐ Visiting the Bug Hotel
☐ Public Toilet
☐  Overflow car park for scooting/teaching 

children to rise bikes etc.
☐ Recycling Compound
☐ Table Tennis
☐ Main Car Park

11. What would encourage you to use the Rural 
Park more?

12.  What do you call Beechwood Hall And Rural 
Park when talking to friends and family or 
making plans to visit? (Tick only one box)

☐ Beechwood Hall And Rural Park (or separate)
☐ Beechwood
☐ The Park/ The Hall
☐  Cooksbridge Rec./ Cooksbridge Recreational 

Ground
☐ The Rec
☐ Other (please specify below):

14.  Have you ever hired the Hall for a.... ? 
(Tick all that apply)

☐ Wedding
☐ Party for an adult
☐ Party for a child
☐ Business (ie. for a class or for a workspace)
☐  Community group meeting (please select 

even if you didn’t pay a fee for this)
☐ Other (please specify below):

16.  What would encourage you to hire the Hall 
for functions, business or special occasions?

17.  Is there anything that is preventing you from 
using the Hall And Rural Park? 
(Tick all that apply)

☐  Accessibility - I find it hard to access due 
to mobility restrictions (including using a 
pushchair for children)

☐  Lack of Information - I don’t know how to 
book the Hall or services (eg tennis courts)

☐ Cost of renting the Hall
☐ Other (please specify below):

☐ I have no interest in using the Hall or Park

Continued >
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19.  A few additions for Beechwood Hall and 

Park have been suggested recently. Please 
tick those which you would like to see added 
(tick all that apply)

☐ Drinking Water Bottle Filling Fountain
☐  All weather eco-path around the perimeter of 

the Rural Park, to provide year-round access.
☐ Pop up Cafe/eateries
☐ Cycle racks
☐ More trees 
☐ More bird boxes
☐ Other (please specify below):

20.  If you object to one or more of the additions 
above, please state the item and reasons.

21.  What other additions would you like to 
see - all ideas welcome! Please be as detailed 
as possible so we get a good idea for your 
concept.

22.  Would you be interested in volunteering to 
support Beechwood Hall and Rural Park? 
Examples might be helping at a litter pick, 
gardening, or organising a film club. 
(Tick only one box)

☐  Yes, I would be interested in volunteering. 
Please provide email below.

☐  I am unable to volunteer at this time.

24.  Would you support... 
(please tick all that apply)

☐   A Parish noticeboard (moving out of the bus 
stand to be user friendly)

☐  Christmas lights/Christmas tree with lights in 
a central location (if anyone can sponsor this 
please give your details in the comments box)

☐  Wild flowers or more trees planted in the 
Parish

☐ Other (please specify below):

25.  We are actively looking for; ideas to support 
our youth, ideas to support our senior 
residents, solutions for parking in the parish, 
and any general ideas for strengthening 
our community. If you have ideas please 
put them below and, if possible, put 
contact details so we can follow up for any 
clarifications on the idea.

If you would like to add any additional 
comments, please attach an A4 sheet to this 
survey.

Thank you for your time!

Hamsey Parish Council.
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‘Caroline Croft has been director of Patina for 7 
years, managing fundraising, planning, strategy, 
reports, evaluation, events, partnership working, 
planning and leading the creative vision for the 
theme each year with the trustees.

This year-round work culminates in the iconic and 
celebrated Patina schools parade finale, a right of 
passage that offers the most precious of memories 
for children to carry them on their way through 
to secondary school. This year the parade couldn’t 
take place, but Caroline didn’t give up; instead she 
persevered with coordinating home made avatars 
that the children could display in virtual parades.  

During lockdown people may have spotted Patina 
posters in windows around the Parish for children 
to see on their daily exercises. Caroline also worked 
with schools and parents at home to write messages of hope to students at 
European schools. 

Caroline is an amazing person who works so hard for the benefit of 
communities near and far, championing people from all backgrounds to 
reach their potential. We are very proud to have Caroline in our Parish and 
wish to thank her for all her work.

Community enhancement award 
Caroline Croft of Patina children’s moving on parade. In recognition of 
the significant contribution made to the community of Hamsey by
her artful ingenuity and dedication to the children of this parish.
With Gratitude

Caroline Croft of 
Patina children’s 
moving on parade.

19Hamsey NEWS
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Plans had to be hastily revised so that we could 
have a socially distanced outdoor tea party in the 
church grounds before the new Rule of 6 came 
into force on September 14th. All 27 people 
there agreed that it was one of the happiest 
meetings ever – there was so much to catch up 
on and how much nicer to do that when we 
could all see each other properly rather than on 
a small screen. Caroline and I give our grateful 
thanks to Angela and Janice for all their hard 
work – the afternoon could not have happened 
without all your help. In the course of the 
afternoon we paused to share fond memories 
of our dear friend Daisy Maile who was a 
regular member of the club before she moved 
to residential care. Several of us had been able 
to pay our respects at her funeral earlier in the 
week and at the meeting we all assured Charlie 
of our sympathy and support.

The Offham Master Bakers had been very 
busy preparing delicious treats for us all. (How 
wonderful that at long last the parish has a Rector 
who can bake such delicious cakes and biscuits! 
Thank you so much Anne - just keep them 
coming!)

We celebrated three 
birthdays at the 
tea-party – and 
it wouldn’t be an 
Offham celebration 
without one of 
Ursula’s famous 
birthday cakes - 
much appreciated 
by us all and 
especially the 
birthday girls - Margaret, Angela and Brenda.

We are very hopeful that in spite of the latest 
government restrictions, we shall be able to 
continue our meetings in one form or another 
(we’ve already given some thought to Christmas 
celebrations) and I’ll be in touch with all 
members with details as soon as plans and 
government advice become clearer. The Club is 
open to all retired members of our community 
so do please contact me on 07889 281214 for 
any more information.

Caroline and I send our love and best wishes to 
you all. Stay safe!

Judith

Monday Afternoon Club
The Monday Afternoon Club had its first meeting in six months on 
September 12th and in spite of its name, this was a Saturday meeting. 
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Hamsey litter pick weekend of 3rd/4th Oct
Thank you to everyone who picked litter over the weekend, in their 
own family groups.

Mutsumi, Robin, Nao and baby Aki Bates carried out their litter pick on Saturday

For example, it was a sad time for competitive 
hedge laying. I had a long conversation with 
a guy who was missing his fix, “they give me 
a thrill, I’m more nervous before a hedge 
competition than I ever was racing motorbikes”. 
Now we know what to head for when we’re 
allowed to attend events again.

Masks have also caused some problems, with 
one chap, peering though his steamed up specs, 
telling me “that’s not the only problem, when I 
took it off the other day my hearing aid pinged 
off and hit my wife in the face!”

Apparently the surprise success of lockdown 
Sussex was for antiques dealers – my source said 
that he was the busiest he had ever been, “people 
can’t get haircuts or go to the theatre so what are 
they going to spend their money on?” He made 
more money in two months selling on Instagram 
than he had for the whole previous year.

The lovely summer weather meant lots of tattoos 
on show, and I have enjoyed their timeless 
reminders of regret, such as the name of an ex-
girlfriend on your neck. Particularly poignant 
was the guy who had “Ruthless” tattooed over 
one eyebrow. When asked if he was, he replied 
“not anymore”.
As if in answer to this, the next guy I noticed 
had “loyalty, hope, love” tattooed on his face. 
When I asked what he might get next he said “a 
woman on my thigh, dead, with scars all over 
her face” and I thought to myself... not anymore!

Spotted: 
The photographer Jim Lee doing an art shoot at 
Offham Garage with a Mustang, a Porche and 
some beautiful people.

A noisy racehorse travelling to Lindfield called 
“Into Debt”!!

Overheard in Hamsey
Well, life hasn’t quite got back to normal for the people passing 
through Hamsey, people are missing their normal thrills. 
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Hamsey Pets
Biscuit is one of the newest 
residents on Chatfield Close.

She joined her new family - Helen, Julian, Theo 
and Emerson - in April. Though they were 
worried about socialising her during lockdown, 
it turns out they needn’t have been - she just 
loves people! 
This is why many of you may already know 
her from her enthusiastic hellos. Biscuit is an 
Apricot Schnoodle, a choice inspired by her 
next-door-neighbour BeiBei, a black Schnoodle, 
who is also very cute. 

Hamsey NEWS22
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A thank you from Phyllis
On the theme of gratitude, we were asked to print a thank you from 
one of the most popular members of our Parish, Phyllis Burchett

Hamsey PTA thank 
all the staff at 
Hamsey CP school for 
their kindness and 
engagement during 
this difficult time.
Artwork needed for Hamsey Community 
Primary School’s Online Christmas Auction. 

Paintings, ceramics, prints, photographs, 
sculptures, design, crafts, textiles  - any quality 
artwork gratefully received. All artists’ credits 
will be displayed on the auction site which will 
be live for the month of November.

Please email ptahamseyschool@gmail.com 
or call 07739468543 to arrange a time for 
collection. With thanks Hamsey School PTA.

“Having broken my hip in January and then to 
experience lockdown, I am so grateful to kind 
friends in the parish who offered to shop for me 
and to get my prescriptions. It made life easier 
knowing I had their support. 

Special thanks to everyone who cooked for me 
(so many good cooks!) John & Ursula, Wendy, 
Susan, Tamsyn, Margaret & Roger. And also 
Katie, Robert & Kara. You all helped to speed my 
recovery in many ways. 

My thanks to ‘the Egg Lady’ - sorry I don’t know 
your name!

My very best wishes- and thank you”, 
Phyl Burchett, Little Mead

I know who the egg lady is – 
lovely Jane Taylor – Ed

ARTWORK 

WANTED
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Dear Friends of St Peter
Churches have been allowed to 

open since 4th July and we took the 
opportunity to hold two services at 

Old Hamsey church on the 5th.  

This was the first Sunday in the month which is 
the usual date for services at Hamsey. I think we 

were amongst the first to open and a photograph 
of our first service was featured in The Guardian 

newspaper which is quite something for a little 
church on a hill.

As I write we are still able to continue our 
services and at present places of worship are 

exempt from the ‘rule of six’. Although we are 
back our services feel rather strange. Christians 

love to sing – are programmed to sing - play a 
few bars and we are away! But we still cannot 

do this and humming into a mask just is not the 
same. However, we have a regular organist which 

is great, so at least we can listen and read along.  

We have been busy despite the restrictions. In 
August we observed the commemoration of VJ 

Day; the bell at Hamsey Old Church and St Peter 
Offham rang 75 times to mark off the years. We 
have produced a new Record Book of baptisms 
from 2000 onwards which was presented to the 
church in memory of Mr John Whitley who for 
many years was a Church Warden. As I entered 
the names, I realised that many would probably 

have children of their own now! This month it 
was a great joy to write in the name of our first 

baptism this year.  

24
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A happy, if somewhat damp morning was 
enjoyed by The Monday Group and volunteers 
as we tackled the growth of bushes and trees 
and cleared some gravestones at Old Hamsey 
churchyard. We are very grateful for their help.   
Our Harvest Festival in October enabled us to 
collect for the Foodbank and thank you to all 
who donated.

A highlight of September was the Art Wave 
exhibition Inspired Isolation by local artist Keith 
Pettit at old Hamsey Church.

Keith’s present project 
is a sculpture trail 
for the 1066 Country 
Walk.

Looking forward, 
we plan to hold the 
annual Service of 
Remembrance on 8th 
November 10:30am 
at St Peter Offham 
to which you are 
warmly invited.

The ongoing battle between the forces of 
good and evil on a path in Cooksbridge

Someone, who I will refer to from now on as Mr Gum (children’s fiction 
reference), keeps attacking a small tree. 
Nobody knows why.

Someone else, who I will refer to as The Spirit of 
the Rainbow (same reference, you should read 
it) keeps trying to rescue it.

Unfortunately, evil seems to have triumphed for 
now, as Mr Gum came in the night and sawed 

off every branch. A sad reminder of all that is 
miserable in the world.

Here is a photo of the tree when the forces for 
good still had a chance. This made me happy. 

Thank you for trying, Spirit of the Rainbow.
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This month has seen us busy with an array
of activities from crafts including tie dying
and painting, to baking crumbles and emoji
cakes, to our bowling championship (which
James won - he's now won 5 times!) and
body movement sessions, as well as
challenges like scavenger hunts and online
quizzes.

Our wonderful
team of staff
show such
dedication,
compassion,
energy and
enthusiasm to
create and
grow the
community we
have here.

Bevern
View News

Established in
1999 in the
beautiful
location of
Barcombe, The
Bevern Trust
provides
residential care
at Bevern View,
for 9 wonderful
young adults.  

Donate: www.beverntrust.org
Follow us on social media:
@thebeverntrust

A month of love, care,
freedom & opportunity...

Get in touch to
receive our email

newsletter:
info@beverntrust.org
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Things have been quiet on Hamsey Facebook this summer. 

RBL Poppy Appeal 
2020
Due to the pandemic there will 
be no door to door collections 
this year, in our three villages, for 
the Royal British Legion 
Poppy Appeal. 
However, you will be able to buy 
poppies from the various businesses 
in Offham and Cooksbridge. There 
will also be a box of poppies in 
Offham Church. This is the 99th year of the 
appeal and it will be a challenging one. 

Please do buy a poppy and wear it with pride to 
show your support for our veterans.
We very much regret there will be no Hamsey 
Carol Service this year.

Any questions please contact Caroline 
Featherstone on 01273 477151

This month has seen us busy with an array
of activities from crafts including tie dying
and painting, to baking crumbles and emoji
cakes, to our bowling championship (which
James won - he's now won 5 times!) and
body movement sessions, as well as
challenges like scavenger hunts and online
quizzes.

Our wonderful
team of staff
show such
dedication,
compassion,
energy and
enthusiasm to
create and
grow the
community we
have here.

Bevern
View News

Established in
1999 in the
beautiful
location of
Barcombe, The
Bevern Trust
provides
residential care
at Bevern View,
for 9 wonderful
young adults.  

Donate: www.beverntrust.org
Follow us on social media:
@thebeverntrust

A month of love, care,
freedom & opportunity...

Get in touch to
receive our email

newsletter:
info@beverntrust.org

Top stories have been:
How marvellous the veg boxes are from 
Cooksbridge Namayasai (very).
How heavy are the evening trains (heavy enough 
to vibrate houses). This is now known to be a 
freight train carrying 2000 tonnes to the newly 
opened Aggregates Terminal in Newhaven.
What is that noise? (beeping at 4am, causing all 
the dogs in Offham to join in with a bit of twilight 
barking - presumably saying “What is that noise?”).
Train doors – do they open or not? (They WILL, 
if they don’t already, see train news, page 6).
The Circle in Chandlers Mead, blooming lovely, 
popular with sparrows and bees.
Missing dogs, road closures, free veg from 
gardeners gluts, items for sale and items found, 
petty vandalism, dog poo, parking complaints, 
complaints about parking complaints and a 
naughty cat eating hedgehog food.
And an URGENT APPEAL for jam jars (hope 
this one was sorted!).

Hot topics on the web

#lovethechalkpit
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LW/20/0314 | Variation of Condition 31 of 
application LW/17/0030 to change the wording 
to allow for the occupancy of no more than 5 
dwellings before road structure works have been 
completed. | Knights Court South Road South 
Common South Chailey East Sussex- Approved 
on 14.07.20

LW/20/0315 | Variation of Condition 20 of 
application LW/14/0712 to change the wording 
to allow for no more than 50% or 24 units being 
occupied before the development is complete | 
Former Hamsey Brickworks South Road South 
Common South Chailey East Sussex – No 
Comment from Hamsey Parish Council

LW/20/0373 | Temporary variation of 
Condition 22 (Construction and Demolition 
Hours) relating to approval (LW/14/0712) | 
Former Hamsey Brickworks South Road South 
Common South Chailey East Sussex- Hamsey 
Parish Council have objected. Permission 
granted on 16.07.20

LW/20/0374 | Variation of condition 15 of 
planning application LW/17/0030 to change the 
hours of construction from 0800 hours to 1800 
hours Monday through Friday, 0830 hours to 
1300 hours Saturday and not work to take place 
Sundays, bank holidays or statutory holidays 
to 0800 hours to 2000 hours Monday through 
Friday, 0830 hours to 1700 hours Saturday and 
not work to take place Sundays, bank holidays 
or statutory holidays until 30 September 2020 
| Knights Court South Road South Common 
South Chailey East Sussex. Hamsey Parish 
Council have objected. Permission granted on 
16.07.20

SDNP/20/03254/PRE | New garden studio 
building | Perseverance House The Street 
Offham East Sussex BN7 3QB – ‘No Objection’ 
from Hamsey Parish Council

SDNP/20/02359/HOUS| Turnpike Cottage 16 
Bank Cottages The Street Offham Lewes East 
Sussex BN7 3QD – Replacement windows and 
front door – Comments by 05.10.20 

SDNP/20/02360/LIS | Listed Building Consent 
for property of Turnpike Cottage 16 Bank 
Cottages The Street Offham Lewes East Sussex 
BN7 3QD – Comments by 05.10.20

LW/20/0509 | Single storey infill extension to 
front/side corner | Manresa Cooksbridge Road 
Cooksbridge East Sussex BN8 4SP - Hamsey 
Parish Council offer No Objection

TW/20/0067/TPO | T1 Horse Chestnut - re 
pollard due to excessive weight on declining 
canopy and assess future re-growth. | The 
Rainbow Inn Deadmantree Hill Barcombe East 
Sussex BN8 4SS - Hamsey Parish Council have 
added ‘No Objection’, however have added the 
following observations; Hamsey Parish Council 
support the pruning of the Horse Chestnut 
tree, but request that any lights, electrical 
transformers, wires and other metal fixings to 
the tree likely to cause distress be removed and 
the tree be better protected in the future.

LW/20/0624/CD | Discharge of conditions 
10 (Landscape Management Plan), and 22 
(Verification Report) in respect of approval 

LW/17/0030 | Knights Court South Road 
South Common South Chailey East Sussex – 
comments by 14.10.20

LW/20/0609 | Former Hamsey Brickworks 
South Road South Common South Chailey East 
Sussex Phase 2 development for 12 custom-
build homes and supporting infrastructure 
- All matters reserved except access (phase 
1 approved under planning reference 
LW/14/0712) – comments by 16.10.20

Planning
Planning Applications received within Hamsey Parish
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It’s been so much fun singing and dancing every 
Thursday and joint trips to Drusillas with the 
Sunday School (wonderful teas afterwards in 
Church Hall (thanks to Ursula and Phyl) and 
Nativity Plays, with Sunday School, in Church.

Look out for more information in the months to 
come about new Mums and Toddlers Group at 
Offham Church. 

Judith Bastide

Cooksbridge Speedwatch 

Bye Bye Toddler Tunes! (at least at the moment!)

Cooksbridge Speedwatch shares a speed gun with Barcombe; all we 
need now is volunteers. 

I wanted to let you all know that I’ve made the difficult decision not to 
restart Toddler Tunes.

If you would be happy to attend a short training 
session and take the occasional shift near 
Hamsey School to help encourage motorists to 
slow down in Cooksbridge, we would be very 
glad to hear from you. 

We need a minimum of 6 volunteers to make 
this happen.
Please contact Cllr Carolyn Henry if you would 
like to find out more. 
carolynhamseypc@gmail.com
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He was 88 and for 53 of those years he had been 
a faithful member of St Peter’s Church Offham.   
He is remembered with great affection by the 
congregation who always mention his ‘smile and 
his kindness’ and a member of the choir said ‘he 
always gave me a smile and a wink as I processed 
out’.   

Tim Renton was Margaret Thatcher’s final Chief 
Whip whose grim report on the mood of Tory 
MPs helped to persuade her to stand down in 
1990. He had been recommended to the post by 
Sir Geoffrey Howe, the Foreign Secretary, on the 
basis that he was “calm under fire, balanced and 
wise”. 

Gentleness and kindness seemed to define his 
character – even in politics. Below is an excerpt 
from Tim’s obituary in The Times. 
‘Ronald Timothy Renton was born in London 
in 1932. His father, Ronald, was a parliamentary 
lawyer who helped to draft government bills and 
his mother was Eileen (née Torr).
 
‘Timothy attended Sunningdale School and 
then Eton as a King’s Scholar. He won a 
scholarship to Magdalen College, Oxford, and 
got a first in history. Becoming a member of the 
London Metal Exchange, he gradually acquired 
numerous directorships, one in a banking 
company. He then stood for parliament as a 
Conservative candidate, but was defeated in the 
safe Labour seat of Sheffield Park in 1970. 

‘Selected after that for the safe Tory seat of Mid-
Sussex, he saw off several notable applicants, 
including Heseltine. He won the seat in the 
election of February 1974 and held it for the next 
23 years, his majority increasing in every election.

‘John Major would later say that Renton was 
“too nice” to be a Cabinet minister, and as Chief 
Whip he was low-key, amiable and preferred 
to have a quiet word rather than make threats. 
His 13 months in the role were stormy. With 
Thatcher losing authority in the party, the power 
of the whips’ patronage was running out. It did 
not help that he had no prior experience as a 
whip but the job would have been a strain for 
anyone, however experienced.

‘When John Major won the subsequent 
leadership contest, Renton was summoned to No 
10 to see the new Prime Minister: “If I had had 
a cough, I am sure he would have asked me if it 
was getting better. Then, with all the politeness 
that was his trademark, he accepted my offer to 
resign as the Chief Whip and asked me to take 
on the job of Minister for the Arts.” Major knew 
that Renton had voted for Douglas Hurd in the 
second leadership ballot.

Lord Renton 
of Mount Harry 
As many of you will know Tim 
Renton died peacefully at home 
surrounded by his family on 25th 
August.   
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‘Renton realised that he was fortunate to be 
offered the post, even if it was a demotion. His 
wife, Alice, consoled him that it was one her 
opera-loving husband would enjoy.   

‘Under Major he founded National Music Day 
with Mick Jagger, though the project fizzled out 
after a few years. He also began delegating the 
responsibilities of the Arts Council to regional 
arts organisations. Tim resigned from the 
Government in 1992 but not before persuading 
John Major’ (at lunch on the terrace at Mount 
Harry) ‘to include the idea of a national lottery 
in the 1992 Conservative manifesto. It was one 
of his proudest achievements.

‘The Rentons enjoyed entertaining at their 
home near Lewes, East Sussex. In 1985 The 
Times reported that Mrs Renton caught snails 
and served them to guests after keeping them 
for a week in upturned flowerpots. After his 
retirement from the Commons in 1997, Renton 
took a life peerage as Baron Renton of Mount 
Harry, the name of the family home, and was 

an active member of the 
Lords. He became a wine 
producer and enjoyed 
tennis and, according 
to his Who’s Who entry, 
“messing around in boats”. 
Renton was chairman 
of the Sussex Downs 
Conservation Board and 
wrote two novels as well 
as his well-reviewed book 
Chief Whip (2004), partly 
a history of the black art of whipping and partly 
a memoir.’

For those of us at St Peter’s we have lost a valued 
friend whose memory is for us a blessing. Our 
thoughts are with Alice, Alex, Christian, Daniel 
Chelsea and Toby and the rest of Tim’s delightful 
family at this time.    

Not too sure about the snails!   

Rev Anne Dunlop

#lovethechalkpit 
#lovethechalkpit is an initiative to highlight the beauty of our chalk 
downland and encourage people to take their litter home.
A number of residents plan to form an 
Environmental Action group within Hamsey 
Parish in order to propose new ways in which 
we can help the environment at a local level.  

As an example, Barcombe are taking some great 
initiatives with Ovesco Community Renewable 
energy- might this be an opportunity for our 
villages, too? https://ovesco.co.uk/what-we-
do-community-renewable-energy/

LDC are asking for your feedback on their 
Climate Change and Sustainability Strategy 
Framework. Strategy and survey here: https://
www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/community/
climate-change/

The group would welcome anyone with ideas and 
inspirations. To register an interest, please get in 
touch with Cllr Sue Fleming sueflehamseypc@
gmail.com or clerk@hamsey.net #lovethechalkpit
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